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Islip Academic Center Recipient
of $10,000 Best Buy Teach Award
Eastern Suffolk BOCES is proud to announce that based on an application submitted by Special Education
Music Teacher Jeannine McKenna, the Islip Academic Center (IAC) has been selected to receive a $10,000
Best Buy Teach Award. Best Buy Teach Awards were given to more than 460 schools across the United
States to sustain or enhance existing educational programs.

In her application, Ms. McKenna described the podcasting project in which ESBOCES students will research
a topic, create audio reports, and upload them onto the Internet. “Podcasting gives kids a way to express
themselves, and you can potentially make money doing it,” said Ms. McKenna.

Best Buy believes that technology can excite and engage students, creating a more valuable educational
experience. They work with nonprofit organizations to support programs that provide opportunities for youth.

Highlights of the Best Buy Teach Awards:

• Since 2004, the Best Buy Teach Awards program has awarded nearly $17 million to over 6,000 K-12 schools.

• This year, Best Buy awarded $2 million to K-12 schools in the U.S. and Puerto Rico.  Awards range from
$1,000 to $5,000 based on specific school needs.

• $10,000 was awarded to 15 applications supporting ninth grade programs.

Eastern Suffolk BOCES
Is Proud to Announce…

Selvin Salazar, a student from the Mattituck-Cutchogue
UFSD in Tom Hashagen’s culinary art program at H.B.
Ward Technical and Academic Center (WTAC),
captured First Place at the Suffolk County High School
Culinary Arts Competition held at Suffolk County
Community College (SCCC) in Selden. Selvin said, “I felt
confident because of the skills I learned at ESBOCES and from working at Laurel
Links Country Club.” Selvin has worked there for four years. He received a
trophy, a gold medal, and a two-year scholarship to SCCC. Selvin also secured
first place in the SkillsUSA Regional Competition held at SUNY Farmingdale.

Timothy Okula, a student in the Patchogue-Medford UFSD and Steven
Santos, a student in the Sachem CSD, won third place at the Ford

AAA Student Auto Skills Competition held
May 14 at SUNY Morrisville. Both are

automotive students in Stephen
Celeste’s class at the Edward J.

Milliken Technical Center
(MTC). Their third place prizes
included a trophy, tool kit, and
scholarship money, amount 
not yet determined.
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LPN Graduates Will Brighten the World With Their Knowledge

Eastern Suffolk BOCES is proud to announce that 168 students graduated
from the Practical Nursing program Class of March 2009. On Friday,
March 27, 2009, students, family and friends, children, and staff gathered
in the auditorium of the Longwood CSD High School in Middle Island.
Amidst smiles, laughter, and tears of joy the graduates listened to words
of praise and wisdom from honored guest speakers such as Pamela
Betheil, Board President, Dr. Julie Davis Lutz, Associate Superintendent
for Educational Services, and Carol Powell, Program Administrator and
Mistress of Ceremonies.

The LPN graduation processional was an awe-inspiring sight to see.
Dressed in crisp white uniforms, the graduates beamed with pride of
accomplishment. These professional men and women were walking
towards the finish line of their lifelong goal. Throughout the evening,

students were recognized with awards for excellent attendance and
academic awards. The nursing faculty of the Eastern Suffolk School of
Practical Nursing oversaw the pinning ceremony while members of the
Eastern Suffolk BOCES Board and the Longwood CSD Board of Education
assisted in presenting the new graduates with their diplomas.

This year, Donna Singer, the
lead cosmetology teacher at
the Brookhaven Technical
Center (BTC) in Bellport, and
evening administrator for the
Adult Education program, was
honored by the LPN students
with a Certificate of
Appreciation recognizing her
for her support and dedication
in assisting to educate practical
nursing students.  Ms. Singer,
who resides in Farmingville and
has worked for Eastern Suffolk
BOCES for 14 years said, “All
these years as a teacher I
always hoped that at the end of
the day I have made a
difference in my student’s lives.
As an evening administrator, I am truly honored that my words of
encouragement, the security of the building and the respect I have for the
LPN program made a difference for the LPN students. I am deeply
touched.” Mrs. Singer has been the evening administrator for the Nursing
program for the past four years.

The culmination of this heartfelt and moving program was the recitation of
the Pledge and Creed of the American Hospital Association by the new
graduates in one collective voice. 

Eastern Suffolk BOCES is proud to announce that the following students
graduated from the Suffolk County Police Department (SCPD) Youth
Police Academy.

In alphabetical order students pictured are Jenniffer Alas, Central Islip UFSD,
Jennifer Almonte, Longwood CSD, Nicholas Baranello, William Floyd UFSD,
Shawn Barry Connetquot CSD, Jessica Caso, Shoreham-Wading River CSD,
Dana Cook, Patchogue-Medford UFSD, Theresa Each, Comsewogue UFSD,
James Farrell, Sachem CSD, Christopher Franzese, Brentwood UFSD,

Zachary Gonzalez, Brentwood UFSD,  Hushawn Howard, William Floyd
UFSD, Thomas Kroez, Shoreham-Wading River CSD, Felicia Lattimore,
Hampton Bays UFSD, Pablo Londono, Bridgehampton UFSD, Angelica
Marta, Sag Harbor UFSD, Neal Mitchell, Sachem CSD, Chris Quinn,
Longwood CSD, Logan Quinones, Central Islip UFSD, Jared Raymond,
Islip UFSD, Amanda Rodriguez, Patchogue-Medford UFSD, Matthew
Shaw, Mattituck-Cutchogue UFSD, James Surace, West Islip UFSD,
Shawn Williams, Mattituck-Cutchogue UFSD. Police Officers are PO
Ronald Ross, PO Mitchell Savino, PO Victoria Seeger, Lt. Frank Carparelli,
and PO Kathleen McGowan.

Only students attending the Law Enforcement program are eligible to
participate in this weeklong training which includes military drills, physical
testing, conditioning, personal responsibility, classroom lectures, field trips
to the aviation section, firearms training for observation purposes, and the
Special Patrol Bureau. Celia Thomason, principal MTC (pictured center),
said, “Every year, SCPD and ESBOCES join forces to provide police
academy experience and answer questions about law enforcement as a
career.” The process begins with interviews by police officers who visit the
ESBOCES facilities. Students must be free of disciplinary actions, have
recommendations from their teachers and endorsements from their
schools, and be able to participate in both physical fitness and a structured,
well-disciplined program. Upon acceptance into the Police Youth Academy,
a parent and student orientation session at the academy is scheduled.

Each year the American Cancer Society hosts Daffodil Days®, one of
its oldest fundraising programs. To the American Cancer Society, the
daffodil symbolizes the hope we all share for a future where cancer no
longer threatens those we love.

Many thanks to Eastern Suffolk BOCES staff who participated and
raised $3,140 for the American Cancer Society. This support will help
educate and empower people to live healthy lives and reduce the risk
of cancer.

ESBOCES Students Graduate From SCPD Youth Police Academy

2009 Career and Technical Education Job Fair

The 2009 Career and Technical Education Job Fair, open only to ESBOCES
students, was a one-stop shopping opportunity for employment.  Employers
were available for three days in April offering interviews and applications for part-
time and full-time jobs.  Villa Lombardi’s in Holbrook was the perfect venue for
this fair because, in addition to submitting applications to potential employers,
students had the opportunity to hear from employers in break-out sessions. 

Phil Barragato, general manager of Bobby’s Burger Palace in Lake Grove,
spoke to the students about working in the food industry. He said, “It’s all about
service. Every job is very important. Remember you need to start somewhere.
You may not get your ideal job immediately. But always reach for your goal.”
He congratulated those students who chose to enroll in the Culinary Arts
program at ESBOCES. He said, “It’s a great field to be in. It’s all about pleasing
people every day. If you keep a smile on your face, bring them good food,
you just can’t go wrong. In every way, you just made someone’s day special.”

Andrew Greene, an ESBOCES graduate who is gainfully employed, attributed
his success to the skills he learned while at ESBOCES. He talked about
success. What is it? He said, “It’s a feeling when you make something happen.
An accomplishment of a goal. When you want something and work hard to
make it happen. You will be successful.” One attribute that Andrew said was
most important is attitude. He said, “Look for the someone who can mentor,
instruct, and advise you. Most importantly, have a good attitude. Respect your
employer. Be ready and willing to work and show them you have a desire to
do a good job.”

It was the experience of a lifetime for the students. Their teachers, work-based
learning coordinators, and guidance counselors prepped them regarding what
to expect. Tables were available to the students to practice their interview
techniques prior to approaching a business and industry table. ESBOCES
staff were on hand to assist students with completing job applications.

ESBOCES Joins Letter Carriers’ Food Drive

Any effort to help stamp out hunger on Long Island is appreciated.
The Letter Carriers’ Annual Food Drive is a worthwhile effort, and
unfortunately, quite necessary in the current economy.
Any effort to help stamp out hunger in New York is a
worthwhile effort, particularly during this economy. Many
Long Islanders utilizing local food pantries and soup
kitchens are now classified as the working poor, having to
make difficult decisions regarding the purchase of food for
their families, medicine, and gas for their cars to get to their
employment. Eastern Suffolk BOCES wanted to help, so
the agency held a coordinated drive aligned with the United
States Postal Service Letter Carriers’ Annual Long Island

Food Drive by asking its employees to bring non-perishable food to the
agency’s buildings. According to Food Drive Coordinator Pat McCabe,
“This is the second year we’ve joined the food drive in an effort to help

our neighbors and to support the
Postal Service. This time, we collected
42 bins of food, with all of our
ESBOCES buildings participating.
Thanks to our drivers, who placed
empty bins at the locations and then
collected them at the end of the week,
we were able to deliver everything to
the Patchogue Post Office.”

2009 Daffodil Days Character Education – Lead by Example

Are you a person of character or would you be described as a character?
We are defined by our character and the positive and negative traits that
characterize who we are.

Theresa Cucina-Lane, instructor of the professional development
workshop, Destination Character, offered to the teachers at Eastern Suffolk
BOCES said, “I wrote and geared this workshop to the teachers because
I believe that character education is very important.” She believes teachers
can lead by example, adding, “Teachers can help students learn to express
themselves in a manner that exemplifies good character.”

What is good character? Character is based on ethical values that are not
political, religious, or culturally biased. The six basic traits of character are

trustworthiness, respect,
responsibility, fairness,
caring, and citizenship. 

By providing classroom
activities that encourage
students to take a vested
interest in themselves
and their words, to be
aware of what is in their
control, to examine their belief system, perspective, and attitudes, teachers
can guide students in setting realistic goals that are attainable.
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ESBOCES Lifesaving Device – the Employee Resource Foundation

A dramatic upheaval in a person’s life could set the stage for them to be
placed in a position where they might need temporary financial assistance.
At Eastern Suffolk BOCES, a dedicated group of employees sought to
meet the needs of their colleagues who may have experienced sudden,
unexpected, or unprecedented losses. In 1999, the Employees Resource
Foundation (ERF) was created. Since its inception, $263,007 has bridged
the troubled waters for over 170 ESBOCES employees who might
otherwise have faced a foreclosure or eviction, or due to catastrophic
illness or disability-incurred loss of pay. The monies provided are not meant
to be a permanent solution, but assistance to get past a fiscal crisis. 

The ERF is a not-for-profit organization supported by fundraising
activities and contributions from payroll deductions of ESBOCES
employees for ESBOCES employees. Any employee can apply for
assistance by completing an intake form, which is kept confidential and
reviewed by the ERF Executive Director who is the only person knowing
the identity of the applicant.

Many expressions of gratitude have made their way back to the ERF,
among them:

• “Thank you so much for your help. You can’t believe what a lifesaver this
has been for me and my family.”

• “I can’t tell you how grateful I am. It’s wonderful to know that there are still
kind and understanding people left in the world like yourselves that will
help their fellow man in times of need.”

• “Your generosity for my family will never be forgotten.”

In 2008, ERF allocated $28,000 to 18 ESBOCES employees. 

The ERF Board encourages all ESBOCES employees to contribute
through payroll deduction. The intake form can be found in the Department
of Human Resources Intranet Shared Documents site
(http://info/HR/default.aspx). As one employee stated, “How wonderful it
is that I could count on everyone during a crisis. When I started contributing
to the ERF, I never dreamed that I would be one of the people needing it.”

Target Grant Supports Traveling Theatre Program

Eastern Suffolk BOCES is proud to announce that Ms. Jeannine McKenna,
a special education music teacher for Eastern Suffolk BOCES, was awarded
a grant for $1500 from Target. This grant is part of ongoing efforts by Target
to strengthen families and communities throughout the country. The grant
will support the “And Away We Go” traveling theatre program.  Ms. McKenna
and eight of her students from the Sayville Learning Center @ Sherwood
Elementary School located in Islip, adapted a short musical “Dumble the
Dinosaur,” a fictional story of how chocolate was invented. They will be taking
the show on the road in May 2009.

The fifth grade students in this special education included site will be involved
in all aspects of the production.   From rewriting the script and music, to
sewing their own costumes, building the scenery, and making the props,
these students will learn every aspect and see every vantage point of theatre. 

Since 1948, Target has given five percent of
their income to the communities they serve.
Target Stores encourage and support volunteer
initiatives, and provide local grants to
organizations such as Eastern Suffolk BOCES,
to inspire education and make the arts
affordable and accessible. 

“At Target, our local grants are making a
difference in the communities we serve,” said
Laysha Ward, Target’s vice president of
community relations. “We’re proud to partner with Eastern Suffolk BOCES as
part of our ongoing commitment to give back to the communities where our
guests and team members live and work.”

Transforming Trash Into Melodious Treasures
Don’t scrap your trash.
Don’t throw away those old
hubcaps, pipes, plastic
bottles, or buckets.  It’s time
to recycle them into musical
instruments! Yes, John
Bertles, Carina Piaggio,
and Nathan Hetherington,
from the environmental

musical art group Bash the Trash, visited the Sayville Learning Center
(SLC) to educate, entertain, and enlighten the
students and staff about making musical instruments
from recycled and reused materials.  Students from
the SLC @ William Floyd Elementary School had the
pleasure of attending this fun, exciting, and
melodious exploration.

The stage was set with an array of, well, what some
would call garbage; pots, pans, cardboard tubes,
refrigerator vegetable trays, and a plethora of
plumbing pipes.  Was this a garage sale or a concert?

Mr. Bertles said, “We look at the world as our
playground.  There are things you can do to reuse,

recycle, and reduce.  We choose to use the environment to create sound.
We take trash and transform it into a musical treasure.”

“There is no limit to the type of musical instrumentation that can be
created,” said Mr. Bertles. “The only limit is your imagination.”

John and Carina, co-founders of Bash the Trash, and educational
consultants, along with volunteers like Nathan, believe in raising
environmental awareness through various art forms.  The learning
experience crosses over the spectrum of music, science, literacy, social
studies, and math.  Bash the Trash currently reaches about 50,000

students, teachers, and adults per year
through performances, workshops,
festivals, professional development
sessions, and other events.

After the concert, students engaged in
workshops learning how to make their
own original instruments from trash.
So, don’t bash the trash. Go Green
and sound good doing it.

For more information about Bash
the Trash visit their Web site
www.bashthetrash.com.

Students from the plumbing program at Brookhaven Technical Center
(BTC) toured the Blackman Plumbing facility in Medford, meeting with both
Branch Manager, Tony Piliero and Operation Manager, Bill Meyer. Over
the years, through the efforts of Work-Based Learning Coordinator, Kathy
Rodgers, Blackman Plumbing has offered work-based learning
experiences and internships for ESBOCES students. Blackman Plumbing
has been a business and industry partner with Eastern Suffolk BOCES
since 2004. 

Students were given the inside scoop about the industry during the tour.
“It’s important they learn the supply end,” Mr. Meyer said, “It’s important to
know the products.” Having a relationship with the customers and the
contractors is very important and he said the advantage of hiring an
ESBOCES plumbing student is “they already know the product and they
have a feel for the industry.”

Given the state of the economy, students
wanted to know how the plumbing industry
is fairing.  Mr. Meyer said, “There’s still a
good deal of activity in the commercial end
of construction in hotels, motels, and
condominiums.” At the Medford facility,
there are different jobs that an employee
can transition through. There’s always an
opportunity for upward mobility but Mr.
Meyer said, “Sometimes a worker really
likes what he’s doing, like working out in the yard, and chooses to stay
there.” The many positions at Blackman include, working in the warehouse,
the yard, the log-out counter, customer service, office work, sales,
administration, and commercial specialist.

When asked the qualities he looks for in a good worker, Mr. Piliero identified
the following attributes, saying, “It’s someone who takes initiative, who
cares about the quality of the work being done.  Someone who pays
attention, asks questions, is a hustler. Someone who checks and rechecks
the work before them, who takes time to do things right. Someone who
has a good work ethic.”  He added, “This doesn’t mean just showing up for
work on time, it means showing up 10 minutes early – ready to work.”

Chris Gonzalez, an ESBOCES plumbing student who attends from the
Cleary School for the Deaf through the East Islip UFSD, secured
employment at the Blackman facility in Bohemia. He is now a certified
forklift operator and works part-time. Chris said, “I have been offered work
from some of the contractors but I want to finish school and learn as much
as I can at Blackman. I look forward to attending the New England Institute
of Technology in Rhode Island when I graduate.”

Blackman Plumbing Partners With ESBOCES

MLC Participates in Autism Awareness at St. Joseph’s College
In addition to collaborating with St. Joseph’s College for student teacher
and student observation assignments, Masera Learning Center (MLC) has
been adopted by the St. Joseph’s Psychology Club this year.  Through the
fundraising efforts of the Psychology Club, lead by President Colleen Bass
and sponsored by the ABA (Applied Behavioral Analysis) PTO, Masera
Learning Center has added materials to their library program, including
books, puzzles, and sensory toys.

In celebration of April as Autism Awareness month, the staff and
administration from Masera were invited to St. Joseph’s College Autism

Awareness Dinner.  Guest Speakers included Margo Ude, principal of
Masera, and St. Joseph’s Professor, Maureen DelMonico.  The evening
was informative and enjoyable, as Tina Hannel, Tsila and Bruce Blank,
Christine and Caitlin Oakley, Meredith Carlock, Janice Nolan, Lisa
Blandeburgo, Kate Sickler, and Diane Guido mingled with St. Joseph’s staff
and students.  Margo Ude said, “This event afforded another opportunity
for the Masera Learning Center students to show off their Earth Day artwork
to the community.”  Samples of the students’ work were displayed in the
front of the McGann conference room at St. Joseph’s for all to enjoy.

ESBOCES Students Had a Winning Menu at the Leadership Luncheon

Students from Rich Simon and Matt Kozak’s culinary
arts classes from the Edward J. Milliken Technical
Center (MTC) recently had the opportunity to prepare
and serve lunch to the participants at the Suffolk
County High School Principal’s Association Senior
Leadership Luncheon held at the Bourne Mansion on
the grounds of St. John’s University in Oakdale. 

Edward J. Zero, Superintendent, said, “This event
honors students who have demonstrated extraordinary
leadership from local districts with scholarships.”

Jay Connolly, vice president, St.
John’s University, Oakdale campus,
ESBOCES District Superintendent
Edward J. Zero, and Linda Faucetta,
assistant professor/administrative
director, St. John’s University,
Graduate School of Education/
Oakdale pose with  culinary
students and Principal Dean Lucera.
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ESBOCES Students Become Financially Savvy
Students at the Brookhaven Technical Center (BTC) in Bellport are
becoming financially savvy and adept at monitoring their hard-earned pay
because they can bank at school. In December 2007, Teachers Federal
Credit Union (TFCU) opened a branch in the educational facility, and twice
a week representative bank tellers provide banking services to the
students and staff.

Through the efforts of Kathy Rodgers, work-based learning coordinator, and
Jennifer Gunn, TFCU community development/public relations manager,
Credit Union Day was recently held at BTC.  The purpose of Credit Union
Day was to provide personal assistance to those teachers and students
interested in opening new accounts, answer questions about existing
accounts, provide financial services pertaining to car and education loans,
and how to’s about saving for the prom, a car, or college. Many students
were surprised to hear they could open an account with an initial deposit of
$1.00. 

A New York State Education Department requirement of high school
students is to complete a Career and Financial Management (CFM) course.
The CFM curriculum is embedded in all ESBOCES Career and Technical
Education programs. The curriculum pertains to job interviews, creating
resumes, dressing appropriately for interviews and work, and how to handle
finances. Being able to bank at school is an enhanced benefit to the
ESBOCES students and the CFM curriculum. TFCU President/CEO Mr.
Robert  Allen stated, “There is a national effort by credit unions to instill good
money habits and proper use of credit in American youth. TFCU
representatives are providing ongoing workshops to the students to expand
their knowledge of the services and benefits of being a TFCU member.”

Dealing with finances is a serious subject but Ms. Gunn provided an
opportunity for teachers and students to engage in some financial fun.

Games such as Credit Union Trivia, word search puzzles, and guess the
number of coins in the bank were but a few opportunities to win prizes and
vouchers that could be used toward opening new accounts. Additionally,
students who had a TFCU savings account were eligible to enter the Bank-
at-School Poster Contest. The poster should illustrate the benefits of
banking at school or saving with TFCU. The winner will be announced at the
end of April 2009.

Brookhaven Technical Center Principal Dean Lucera joins students Shana L.,
Central Islip UFSD; Amanda G., Central Islip  UFSD; Carleane T., Middle
Country CSD; Stephanie F., East Islip UFSD; Michael N., Middle Country CSD;
Elmer L., Riverhead CSD; and Jennifer S., Middle Country CSD at the
Teachers Federal Credit Union Day table. Jennifer G., (R) TFCU community
developer and PR manager provided students a variety of opportunities to win
raffles, prizes, and vouchers to be used towards opening a new savings
account at TFCU.

ROSH Hosts Red Cross Workshop

The Regional Occupational Safety & Health (ROSH) program hosted
a Red Cross Shelter Operations Workshop on April 15. DJ Rosenthal,
the assistant director of the Suffolk Chapter of the Red Cross,
presented to the group.

The workshop covered the circumstances under which the Red Cross
would open a shelter, an explanation of the “shelter cycle”, and the
components of shelter operations and management. 

The “shelter cycle” includes pre-planning (i.e. having shelter
agreements in place with schools), notification of the need of a shelter,
a pre-inspection of the shelter to assess the safety of the shelter and
its current condition, opening the shelter, processing the shelter clients

and meeting their needs, assuring arrangements for post-incident
housing (long term), and closing and cleaning of the shelter.  Specific
shelter operations include opening the shelter, registration of clients,
assessment of medical needs, provision of mental health needs,
communicating the rules of the shelter, management of the dormitory
areas, coordinating feeding, providing recreation activities, and giving
regular updates to the media and the shelter inhabitants. 

The workshop concluded after having participants set up a mock
shelter. All participants now have a more complete understanding
of how a shelter operates and can assist the Red Cross should the
need arise.

Recycling is one of the best ways to have a positive impact on the world
in which we live. As our country goes green, it’s important for all of us to
engage in recycling efforts because it saves energy, conserves natural
resources, and reduces pollution.  Recycling is the process of taking a
product at the end of its useful life and using part or all of it to make
another product. 

In an effort to introduce, reinforce, and engage in recycling efforts within
the Westhampton Beach Learning Center (WHBLC), Speech and Hearing
teachers Marion Benesh and Patricia Brandt wrote a grant entitled
Concerned About Recycling Everyday (C.A.R.E.), a school-wide recycling

program.  They received $1,324 from
the Mid East Suffolk Teacher Center
(MESTRACT) Terri Peters Mini-
Grant program.  Ms. Brandt said,
“The goal of the project was to
empower and educate the 5- to 21-
year-old special education students
to become recycling citizens through
hands-on activities.” 

As part of their pre-vocational curriculum and community education, the
students were responsible for the campus-wide recycling efforts. They
wore aprons embossed with the C.A.R.E. logo and collected paper and
plastic from the recycling bins that were placed outside every classroom.
Ms. Benesh said, “This building-wide endeavor taught the students the
importance of a job skill, organizational skills, and the pride that comes
from a job well done.”

Students C.A.R.E. About the Earth 
Mid East Suffolk Teacher Center
(MESTRACT) Grant Funds Concerned
About Recycling Everyday Project

Chris Kelly, training director for the Joint Apprenticeship and Training
Committee (JATC) for the Electrical Industry of Nassau and Suffolk
Counties, had a powerful message for the students enrolled in the Trade
Electricity program at the Brookhaven Technical Center in Bellport. He
said, “I want to educate you about the opportunities you can have after
graduation to become an electrician while earning college credits. JATC
is looking for individuals who have character, personality, motivation, and
aptitude. Based on your desire to be in the Trade Electricity program at
ESBOCES speaks to the characteristics the JATC board is looking for.”

Upon graduating from high school in 1984, Mr. Kelly studied civil
engineering at Brooklyn Polytechnic University. It wasn’t until 1993 that
he became an apprentice electrician and worked his way upwards
through journeyman, foreman, general foreman, and presently, to JATC
training director.  Like many of the Eastern Suffolk BOCES students,
Mr. Kelly wanted to work with his hands.

But what is an apprenticeship? It is a discipline that combines on-the-job
training with classroom related instruction to properly prepare an
individual for the career of his/her choice.

All it takes is three steps to become accepted into the JATC
apprenticeship program: First, you must apply in person and bring your
high school diploma or GED, your high school transcript, proof of

residency and any other transcripts of
courses completed after high school.
Applications are accepted on the first
and third Wednesday of every month
between the hours of 10:00 a.m. and
12 noon only. For detailed information
about basic entrance requirements
visit JATC website, www.lijatc.org.
This ten-year commitment consists of
a five-year apprenticeship and five-year give back.

Each year more than 600 individuals submit applications. The rewards
for being accepted into, participate in, and completing the
apprenticeship/scholarship program is a salary, health benefits, and
51 college credits at SUNY Delhi. Mr. Kelly is quick to point out there
are approximately 40 openings. He asked the students, “Why do you
want to be an electrician?”, a question that will be posed to them during
the interview process.  Being able to substantiate your motivation by
saying that you completed the Trade Electricity program at ESBOCES
is a big plus. Additionally, attending the ESBOCES program points to
aptitude because the students are familiar with the tools of the trade
and are already investing in their future by attending the program.

Trade Electricity Students Get Powered Up With Apprenticeship Opportunities

W.A.R.M. Program Heats Up!
Student Council members from the Bellport Academic Center (BAC)
at Eastport-South Manor Jr./Sr. High School participated in the
school’s W.A.R.M. (We Are Reading More) program at Clayton-Huey
Elementary School in Center Moriches.
On March 12, the students visited the
kindergarten classes for the third year in a
row.  The students chose the author of the
many “Critter” books, Mercer Mayer as the
focus of their readings.  They read stories to
five different classes and created a related
art project in order to integrate visual art with
literacy.  After the kindergartners completed
their art projects, the student council

members served the classes snacks and drinks.

The kindergarten teachers expressed their appreciation to the students
and invited them to return to Clayton-Huey anytime they wished.  One

teacher commented on how proud she was that
her students sat still the entire time and were
totally focused on the reading.

Pictured (L to R): Katherine T., Tuckahoe CSD;
Elizabeth B., Bayport-Blue Point UFSD; Suzanne B.,
Sayville UFSD.; Tori B., Miller Place UFSD; and
Devin S., Eastport/South Manor CSD with teacher
Joann Wieber standing behind them.  In the
background are Jonathan D. and Octavio D., both
from the Central Islip UFSD.

Nature Explore Classroom
Let’s bring the learning outdoors.  A great
way to do this is through a Nature Explore
Classroom. As part of their SkillsUSA
service project and in conjunction with
Penny Harvest, students in Jayne Kaht’s
Early Childhood Education program at
the Brookhaven Technical Center (BTC)
are researching the possibility of creating
an outdoor nature explore classroom for

use by the  laboratory preschool which serves the local community.  

Jayne Kaht said, “Children today are spending more and more time indoors
in front of computers and television sets. Studies show that nature
experiences enhance and have profound benefits on children.”

The chosen area would be developed into a park-like setting and students
from the Drafting; Carpentry; Art, Design, and Visual Communication; Animal
Science; and Early Childhood Education programs would be asked to
participate in this collaborative project.  As part of the projects initial
exploratory phase and as part of their research, students will meet with a
variety of experts in the field gathering advice and information.
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Teaching Librarians and Administrators to Be Technophiles
Associate Professor-Librarian Robert J. Lackie from Rider University gave
invited library media specialists and administrators the power to connect,
collaborate, and participate at the Eastern Suffolk BOCES Second Annual
Librarian/Administrator Symposium. Attendees explored social
networking/Web 2.0 and what it brings to the educational experience.  

For the second year, Gail Barraco, School Library System administrative
coordinator and her staff have enlisted the talent of distinguished speakers
and noteworthy vendors to attend the symposium offering innovative and
exciting new tools for learning. Were it not for the generosity and support
of ProQuest this symposium might never have taken place. Other vendors
who provided generous contributions include BASCOM, Follett Software,
Learn360, Soundzabound, and World Book. 

Professor Lackie spoke about sharing effectively, accessing information
safely, and communicating appropriately on the web.  He introduced
articles that “discuss ways to use social networking tools that teach
students the necessary skills to thrive in the 21st century.” In England,
there is a proposal that would require “children to leave primary school
familiar with blogging, podcasts, Wikipedia, and Twitter as sources of
information and forms of communication.” His suggested articles and web

sites provided important data to help
librarians and administrators make
forward thinking decisions about
permitting the sharing of ideas,
resources, school projects, and
experiences between teachers and
students via online Web site
communities.  All the articles and
Web sites he speaks about in his presentation can be found on
www.robertlackie.com.  One in particular, that should be noted, is by
Meredith Farkas, “Social Software in Libraries: Building Collaboration,
Communication, and Community Online”.  He said, “This nuts and bolts
guide provides librarians with the information and skills necessary to
implement the most popular and effective social software technologies.”

Vendors included BASCOM, BrainPOP, Career Cruising, Davidson
Titles, Inc., EBSCO, Follett Software Company, Industry Leader, GALE,
H.W. Wilson Company, Learn360, Media Flex, Palmer School of Library
& Information Science, ProQuest, Rosen Publishing, Soundzabound,
and World Book.

The Middle School Program at
the Masera Learning Center
(MLC) is spreading their talents
throughout the West Islip
community and beyond.  Since
September, the students in
Sarah Isaacson’s class have
been busily volunteering in a
bigger way than ever before.
Each week Ms. Isaacson’s

students frequent three local Italian restaurants picking up pizza boxes for
assembly back in their classroom.  They also pick up towels from a neighborhood
hair salon for laundering in the school’s Activity of Daily Living (ADL) room.  The
storeowners are delighted to have the students come in, and welcome the help
the students bring to their businesses.

The students ride the school bus to Café Europa, Italiano’s, and Anthony’s
Pizzeria each Wednesday to pick up a stack of boxes for assembly.  The
students put together 150 boxes, stack them in piles, bag, label, and then return
them to the establishments with a smile.   The restaurants will now have more than
enough boxes to cover the weekend orders.  Ms. Isaacson’s class also stops by

Shear Instincts Hair Salon on their trip through town, and carries off a sack of
towels.  The students wash, dry, fold, and pack up the towels in an assembly line
fashion, then deliver them back to the salon the next day.  

The students all carry a clipboard with them to check off each establishment after
pickup or delivery.  It helps to keep them actively involved as to the status of the
deliveries.  It also fosters their excitement about where things are in the
surrounding community. 

On a recent delivery to the job sites, the students asked the storeowners if they
thought they were doing a good job.  Here’s what the business owners had to say:

Anthony Musemeci of Anthony’s Pizzeria told the students that they were doing
the “best” job.

Andrea Cucinella, along with brother Pino and wife Carol of Italiano’s Restaurant,
noted proudly that all of the students were doing a “VERY” good job.  

Mr. Vincenzo, the owner and operator of Café Europa, smiled gently as he was
asked the question.  He responded by saying that the students were doing the
“best job in the whole world.”

Finally, Kerry DiSalvatore, Rose Chianese, and the staff at Shear Instincts Hair
Salon all concurred that the students were doing an excellent job.

SkillsUSA Winner Designs Witness Stand for Law Enforcement Program
Joseph Postiglione, carpentry instructor at the Islip Career Center (ICC) in
Oakdale, said,  “I believe very strongly in cooperative and collaborative learning.”
Early this year, his students built a judge’s podium for Robert Schindler’s Law
Enforcement class located in the Edward J. Milliken Technical Center (MTC).

Mr. Schindler’s classes participate in mock trials enhancing their learning
experience and preparedness for their future in the criminal justice, law
enforcement, public safety, and other related legal careers. In an effort to
create an atmosphere that is more realistic for the mock trials, Mr. Schindler
approached Mr. Postiglione once again inquiring about the possibility of
students constructing a witness stand for his class. 

Mateusz F., a student from the Cleary School for the Deaf from the East Islip

UFSD volunteered to work on this project.
Mr. Postiglione and Mateusz initially
worked from a picture of a witness stand
and together designed specifications for
the one Mateusz would build for Mr.
Schindler. Using oak veneer and plywood,
Mateusz worked steadily on the project
and completed it in three weeks.

Mateusz is a native of Poland and has resided in the United States for only
two years. Recently, he participated in the SkillsUSA State Competition in
Syracuse, NY in the category of carpenter’s assistant and captured third place.

Students Actively Involved in Volunteer Efforts

New York State Association of Incarcerated Education Program, Inc. (NYSAIEP)
Annual Conference
Saratoga Springs, NY • May 6 – May 8, 2009
Members of the Incarcerated Educational program attended the Annual
NYSAIEP Conference this year.  The four members that attended, Robert
F. Dembia, administrative coordinator, Dr. Margo Dellicarpini, teacher
coordinator/ESL teacher, Linda Dackow, GED Math/Science teacher, and
Paula Arbelaez de Zavala, school guidance counselor were also workshop
presenters at the conference.

The first workshop was a follow-up to last year’s workshop on the Perkins
Grant and, specifically, the process of developing WebQuests as it related
to career interest and readiness.  Mr. Dembia provided a broad overview
of the Perkins Grant, which included the WebQuest development, a
carpentry program at the Suffolk County Jail in Yaphank, and the
Computer Assisted Design/Drafting program in the Suffolk County Jail at
Riverhead.  After Mr. Dembia spoke, Dr. Dellicarpini, as the lead presenter,
provided the workshop attendees with all the specific information involved
in the process including the staff development aspect, which was
conducted by Dr. Dellicarpini in the jail.  As the workshop moved forward,
both Ms. Dackow and Ms. Arbelaez de Zavala presented examples of
their work with the WebQuests, as well as specific examples of student

work on their individual
WebQuests. 

In a second workshop, Dr.
Dellicarpini also presented on
Building ESOL (English
Speakers of Other Languages)
Literacy Skills in the
Correctional Classrooms. She
said, “The data and research
was collected over several
years. It reveals important
information and statistics on
student improvement in
English language skills and
some of the methodologies used when working with ESOL learners.”

Sergeant Noreen Fisher of the Suffolk County Sheriff’s Deptartment
presented a workshop that dealt with programs, therapies, and
techniques used to control violent behaviors with gang related youth
in the jails.

Community Service Extends Into Sayville
Sayville Learning Center (SLC) students have extended their community
service and spirit of giving into the town of Sayville.  Recently they organized
a food drive and collected donated foods from families in their school.
Several boxes of much needed items were delivered to St. Lawrence the
Martyr Church. They diligently stocked the shelves of the local Parish
Outreach pantry, which serves Sayville and the surrounding areas.

Congratulations to the Masera middle school students for so many jobs
well done. Thank you to the community for being so receptive to the

children. Special Education
teacher Sarah Isaacson said,
“We appreciate how the
community welcomed these
young people into their
establishments.”  Thank you
for offering them a chance to

form a foundation into the hows and whys of the working world, and for
giving them an opportunity to feel the pride they feel when doing
community service.

Students Raise Over $3,000
for The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society

Eastern Suffolk BOCES is proud to announce that the students and staff
from the Westhampton Beach Learning Center (WHBLC) raised
$3,240.87 for The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society (LLS) through the
Pennies for Patients program. Each class was given a bank and a
timeframe of just four weeks. To supplement their donation, the center
auctioned off a chocolate basket, a spa basket, and sold paper pennies
for $1. The person donating the $1 placed their name on the paper
penny and it was displayed on the main lobby bulletin board.

Photo: WHBLC staff members and students Joseph, Eastport-South Manor CSD;
Alexander, Montauk UFSD; Andrew, Sachem CSD; and George, William Floyd
UFSD; present Tara Spohrer, campaign coordinator for the Long Island Chapter
of The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society (third from right) a check for $3,240.87.

A Career With JC Penney Where Every Day Matters
Interested in a retail career?
Students in Kathleen Corrado’s
Retail Store Services class at
the Islip Career Center (ICC)
visited JC Penney Department
Store in Bay Shore where they
learned about different types of

retail jobs.  Ms. Corrado said, “The students were greeted by the assistant
manager, Robin, who brought the class to the training room. They enjoyed

a presentation by Sue who trains the new employees.” Students watched
as she logged onto the cash register and demonstrated many things that
cashiers do while they are at the register including watching training
videos and greeting customers. The store manager, Keith, stopped in to
say hello and talk to the students about the store. Next, the students
visited the loss prevention room. The store detectives showed the
students how video surveillance works and how they detect shoplifters.
Students watched as the detectives tracked a potential thief and went
onto the sales floor to get a closer look.
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Student Name Program/Contest School District
1st Place Winners

Daniel Andersen Chapter Display Sayville UFSD
Samantha Stevens Chapter Display Eastport-South Manor CSD
Joshua Wein Chapter Display Patchogue-Medford UFSD
Alyssa Reid Customer Service Longwood CSD
Dasara Strange Food & Beverage Service Riverhead CSD
John Cricchio Industrial Motor Control Longwood CSD
Lia Massimo Small Animal Careers William Floyd UFSD
Matthew Bock Small Engine Service (CSE) Comsewogue UFSD
Matthew Andrychowski Video Product Development Riverhead CSD
Benedetto Marasa Video Product Development Three Village CSD

2nd Place Winners

Natashia Brown Chapter Display Riverhead CSD
Joeydee Martinez Chapter Display Riverhead CSD
Nigel Ranghell Chapter Display Riverhead CSD
Kristina Gonzalez Community Service Patchogue-Medford UFSD
Breahanna Plummer Community Service South Country CSD
Jessica Scanziani Community Service Patchogue-Medford UFSD
Larissa Willner Extemporaneous Speaking East Moriches UFSD
Grantley Arthur, Jr. Prepared Speech Islip UFSD

3rd Place Winners

Nancy Marin Action Skills East Quogue UFSD
Mateusz Ferenc Carpenter's Assistant East Islip UFSD
Evelin Vargas Employment Application Process Westhampton Beach UFSD
Donald Uccellini Job Skills Demonstration A Middle Country CSD
Melissa Fitzpatrick Job Skills Demonstration O Shoreham-Wading River CSD
Carissa Brown Nail Care Patchogue-Medford UFSD
Domenica Coscio Opening/Closing Ceremonies East Quogue UFSD
Ashley Cunha Opening/Closing Ceremonies Eastport-South Manor CSD
Kayla Duval Opening/Closing Ceremonies Hampton Bays UFSD
Isabella Massa Opening/Closing Ceremonies Eastport-South Manor CSD
Michelle Paladino Opening/Closing Ceremonies Mattituck-Cutchogue UFSD
Lauren Parr Opening/Closing Ceremonies Eastport-South Manor CSD
Yuliya Yantukhovska Opening/Closing Ceremonies Riverhead CSD
Gina Marie Martuscello Preschool Teacher Assistant Bayport-Blue Point UFSD
Melissa Ghee Promotional Bulletin Board Connetquot CSD
Katherine Ossa Promotional Bulletin Board Connetquot CSD
Aylin Unsal State Pin Design Winner Mattituck-Cutchogue UFSD
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PBS Launches VITAL Resources for Teachers and Students
Toni Scheflin, manager of state and local education for Thirteen/WNET &
WLIW presented, Video in Teaching and Learning (VITAL) for New York
State Educators, at the Eastern Suffolk BOCES School Library System
(SLS) Liaison meeting. VITAL is a free online library of digital multimedia
resources for the K-12 classroom from PBS. The video clips align to the
New York State Standards, are editable, closed captioned, and related
activities are included. Teachers can create folders and groups and, since
its very user friendly, other teachers and students can login and share the
folders stimulating discussions and learning.

Gail Barraco, School Library System
administrative coordinator said, “One
of the functions of the School Library
System is to develop professional
development for our library media
specialists. The liaison meetings
provide a venue for the specialists to
communicate and support each other

while learning new and innovative ways to access information
electronically.”

VITAL was launched through grants from the federal government several

years ago but was re-launched in September 2008. The collection of more
than 2,000 resources was expanded to support not only the NYS Core
Curriculum, but the NYS Regents Curriculum.

WLIW21 and Thirteen offer an array of teaching and educational tools
online, on air, and on site. The Celebration of Teaching and Learning
Conference, which was held on March 6 and 7 in Manhattan, is one of their
premier events drawing more than 8,000 teachers, administrators, and
policymakers. Each year this event brings together keynote speakers,
exhibitors, thinkers, practitioners, and educational partners who help shape
the future of education during the professional development experience.

Paula Liss, library media specialist from Southampton UFSD, an avid
supporter of public television, shared her personal feelings regarding PBS
programming and the Celebration of Teaching and Learning. She said, “I
have been to the celebration two times and it just blew my mind how
amazing it is! Thank you for consistently providing quality and substantial
programming. You are the diamond in the gold mine!”

For specific information about VITAL NY, visit www.vital.thirteen.org. For
more information about the Celebration of Teaching and Learning, visit
www.wliwcelebration.org.

Assembly on Bullying and Cultural Competency
On April 20, the 10th anniversary of the Columbine tragedy, Alisty
Keneth of Educate 2 Elevate presented an assembly to the students
at the Bellport Academic Center (BAC).
Ms. Keneth from Educate 2 Elevate engaged the students from BAC in
a discussion about the ways man has adapted on this earth due to
climatic differences.  These changes took the form of skin color, eye
shape, hair texture, and body build.  Having an understanding of why
people look different, Ms. Keneth continued her presentation with other
differences between people such as ethnicity, ancestry, religion, gender,
age, sexual preference, handicapping conditions, etc. After gaining an
understanding of the many differences between people, Ms. Keneth
said, “Any intimidation or harassment aimed at others because of
differences between people as mentioned in my presentation is defined
as a hate crime.”

It was then explained to students the
consequences of being accused of a
hate crime. After Ms. Keneth’s
presentation, time was allotted for a
question and answer period. Some of
the students needed clarification
between freedom of speech and
making racial slurs. The students
were thoroughly engaged in the
discussions and any questions they had were answered and clarified
by Ms. Keneth. The assembly ended with Ms. Keneth explaining how
everyone needed to treat everyone else with respect and dignity. The
students responded with a round of applause and an invitation to her to
return to BAC for future assemblies.

BAC Welcomes Spring With Earth Day
Students at the Bellport Academic Center (BAC) worked very diligently
on individual paintings and on a group project to prepare for Earth Day.
Art Teacher Robin Turk proudly stands in front of a diorama that was
created by the students in her class. The rain forest with its diverse flora
and fauna was designed for the Bellport Academic Center (BAC) Earth
Day celebration. The colorful birds, snakes, and alligators were all created
with papier-mache and painted by various students. Ms. Turk said, “I
designed the lesson to teach the students about the different biomes

found on earth and for them to appreciate
what our planet has to offer.”

In order to better appreciate the beauty of our
planet, Ms. Turk allowed the students to
research various places found on earth and

choose one to represent in a painting. Our Beautiful Planet was the
culmination of the lesson and all the original artwork was displayed in
BAC’s atrium for everyone to appreciate. Earth Day is only one day in the
year to focus on our planet but perhaps a greater awareness of Earth’s
beauty starts with only one day and, hopefully, lasts a lifetime.

Let the Contest Begin

Students in Steve Kuhl’s morning Introduction to Cooking class at the Islip
Career Center (ICC) raised their spatulas and, all-for-one-one-for-all, took
the cooking challenge to vie against his students in the afternoon session.
Let the contest begin! 

The stakes were high. Each class had to create an appetizing and
tantalizing appetizer, soup or salad, main course, and dessert to please the
palate of the most discerning judges, who happens to be ICC staff.

The morning menu consisted of puffed pastry mini quiche, French onion
soup with Swiss cheese, served in a bread basket, chicken rolled up with

apples and cream cheese, and for dessert, the triple C threat, cheesy
cheese cake. Is your mouth watering?

The afternoon menu consisted of cheesy garlic biscuits, tomato bowl salad,
rice, beans, and chicken, garnished with chicken cordon bleu, and for
dessert, hazelnut biscotti with Nutella frosting.  To quench the thirst of the
judges the afternoon students also provided a fresh strawberry smoothie
beverage.  Next year I want to be a judge!

Needless to say, the staff was happy to oblige the students and judge the
food.  Judges’ comments include, “All of the students were great sports and
very creative!”, “Soup was great I would give it at least 110% - great job,”
“Glad to be a judge,”  “Chicken was also great, difficult to pick the best.”

Standing Room Only Crowd at SLC @ William Floyd Winter Concert
Uplifting renditions of the classics, “Merrily We Roll Along,” “Down By the
Bay,” and “Ode to Joy” was performed by the students at the Sayville
Learning Center @ William Floyd (SLC) at their annual Winter Concert.

The SLC @ William Floyd chorus was professionally dressed in traditional
black and white attire. The choral ensemble entertained a standing room
only audience with Snow Day, Green and White, Winter Fantasy, Circle of
Song, and Children of the World.

A big surprise was in store for the audience during one of the songs.  With a

look of glee in their eyes, they tossed
soft and fluffy snowballs into the air
during the song Snow Day. Looks of
surprise and delight could be seen on
the faces of all the guests. 

Music teacher Jeannine McKenna
said, “I’m very proud of my students. They worked hard and it was quite an
accomplishment for them to learn to play the recorder.”

ROSH Hosts Chemical Management Workshop
On March 26, the Regional Occupational Safety & Health
Program (ROSH) hosted a Chemical Management in Schools
Workshop. The workshop featured guest speakers from the New
York State Department of Environmental Conservation. 

Debra Knight, environmental program specialist, gave a
thorough presentation on a chemistry laboratory storage room
clean out.  Syed Raza, environmental engineer, provided an
overview of the myriad of New York State regulations pertaining
to hazardous waste storage and handling procedures. 

The workshop also covered Best Management Practices in
School Labs and even introduced the concept of “Green
Chemistry” which embraces using safer and fewer chemicals
in school experiments. Jonathan Hark, safety &
administrative support manager, said, “We anticipate the
course curriculum will be approved by the State Education
Department sometime in the next year or two.”

The workshop was well received by the 55 participants
representing over 40 component school districts.

ESBOCES Students Pamper Mothers/Grandmothers of Children With Disabilities
Mothers of children with
disabilities spend a significant
amount of time caring for their
sons and daughters and are
fully engaged in managing many
aspects of their lives. They are
selfless individuals who are
devoted to their children and
don’t take time for themselves.

Recently, a Day of Pampering was held for women who attend the Parent-to-
Parent program, a service provided by the Family Service League (FSL).  FSL
is a not-for-profit, community-based human service agency that holds daily
meetings allowing caregivers the opportunity to share experiences, vent,
formulate friendships, and bond with people who are familiar with, and
understand the time and energy needed to care for disabled children. 

Barbara Latsko, FSL parent consultant, heard about the salon services offered
at Eastern Suffolk BOCES and contacted Donna Singer, cosmetology teacher

at the Brookhaven Technical Center (BTC) in Bellport.  Ms. Singer said, “I was
delighted to hear that our student cosmetology customer service was being
shared in the local community.  The salon service is available every Friday from
12:00 noon to 2:45 p.m. I spoke to my students and they were excited about
pampering these special women who never take time for themselves.” 

One of the reasons many of the women were able to participate in this day
of pampering, was because transportation was provided. Sharon W., from
Riverhead said, “I take care of three grandchildren. I don’t have time to
pamper myself. This is the first time in a long time, and if they do this again,
I will definitely come back.”  Sharon had a manicure by Ashlee S. from
Longwood CSD.

From manicures, to haircuts, perms, and hair coloring, the students worked on
more than twenty women. Maryann, an advocate who facilitates a Riverhead
support group said, “The students were very friendly. They were patient and
asked questions about how I wanted my hair and consulted with the teacher
before going ahead with anything. I felt confident with everything they were
doing. I look forward to coming back next year.”

Be Smart Have a Healthy Heart

Employment opportunities for medical assistants are growing fast.
Prospects are exceptionally bright for those with formal training and
certification. The Clinical Medical Assisting program enables students to
become nationally certified by the American Association of Allied Health
Professionals (AAAHP). Emphasis is placed on preparing students for work
in the health care industry. ESBOCES instructors are always looking to
introduce innovative methods of instruction for the students.

This month, certified medical assisting students at the Edward J. Milliken
Technical Center (MTC) in Oakdale organized a school-wide Healthy Heart
Clinic for students, staff, and family members. Students performed blood
pressure screening, blood glucose and blood cholesterol testing, and
weighed and measured patients to determine Body Mass Index (BMI).
Funding for this project was provided by a $1,500 grant received through

the Mid East Suffolk Teacher Center
(MESTRACT), Terri Peters Mini-Grant
Program.  Instructors Mary Ann DeMillio,
Michelle Burton, and Eleonore Smith
were awarded the grant based on their
application and proposal narrative. In
addition to hosting the healthy heart

clinic, students demonstrated academic knowledge and proficiency by
creating posters and brochures that speak specifically to their areas of
study. Patients were asked to complete a survey rating the CMA students
on their professionalism and practical skills. Finally, students were required
to write reflections about their Healthy Heart Clinic experience.

Ms. DeMillio said, “The students have few opportunities to work with real
patients. This project afforded them the chance to do just that, as well as
practice their professional and clinical skills.”
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Students from the Bellport Academic Center (BAC) traveled to the
BayWay Arts Center in West Islip in order to see the play, Anne Frank
based on the book, The Diary of a Young Girl produced by the
BroadHollow Theatre Company.
An integrated lesson in ELA and Social Studies familiarized the students
with the well-known story of Anne Frank whose family was hidden for two
years during the Nazi occupation. The family was arrested in 1944 and,
after the war, the only surviving member of the Frank family, Anne’s father,
Otto Frank, retrieved the diary.  It was first published in Amsterdam in
1947 and in the United States in 1952.  Due to its enormous popularity,
the diary inspired a play that opened to wide acclaim in 1955.

The BroadHollow Theatre Company provided suggested activities for the
classroom along with a synopsis of the play in order to fully engage the
students as they watched the performance.

After seeing the show, the students
voiced their appreciation of the actors
and their performances. After the
production, they were able to compare
the book with the play to understand
how the director took artistic license
with the story for dramatic effect. Ann
Katsaros, curriculum teacher, said,
“The play provided an enrichment
activity for both the Social Studies and
the English secondary curricula.  The
students thoroughly enjoyed this
experience and look forward to
attending future plays.”

Anne Frank Play Enriches English and Social Studies Curriculum

Decisions, decisions!

What’s a preschooler to
do with so many nail
polish colors to choose
from, like Watermelon
Pink, Cotton Candy,
Sweetie Pie, Tutti Frutti,
or You’re a Doll!

With a little bit of help from
high school students

studying to be cosmetologists, the choice was easy as a Bubble Bath.

Students in Wendy Joyce’s senior cosmetology program at the Brookhaven
Technical Center (BTC) located in Bellport, pampered boys and girls, ages
3- to 5-years old, from Jayne Kaht’s Early Childhood Education class with
a fun and exciting day of beauty that they won’t soon forget! With prior
permission from their parents, the preschoolers were permitted to have a
manicure and/or have their hair shampooed, cut, and blown-out.

The cosmetology students gain hands-on experience throughout the
school year practicing hairstyling, hair coloring, and texturizing on
mannequins; and skincare, make-up and nail technology on their fellow

classmates. On Fridays, the salon is open to the community, providing the
students another opportunity to use their skills in a practical manner. 

The interdisciplinary activity between the high school students and
preschoolers was unique and involved interesting hurdles. For instance,
the preschoolers weren’t tall enough to sit in the shampoo or hairdressing
chairs to have their hair washed or cut. Booster seats were necessary or
the preschoolers sat on the lap of an early childhood education student.

The nail technicians had the
challenge of filing and applying
polish to fingernails the size of
Chiclets gum. 

It’s a learning experience at
both ends of the spectrum. The
high school students from both
career programs get the
opportunity to hone their
personal and professional

development skills demonstrating to their instructors their level of
responsibility and knowledge and, in this context, how to work with and
safely supervise children. The preschoolers learn how to behave and
participate appropriately in settings outside of the classroom.

Never Too Young For Your First Manicure Never Too Young to Be Stylin’

BAC Students Participate in Fitness for Fun
Students at the Bellport Academic Center (BAC) have been participating
in physical education at their school gym by bowling, playing golf,
baseball, tennis, snowboarding, walking tightropes, and boxing.
Physical Education Teacher Kevin Culhane, Mathematics Teacher Mary

Teufel, and Curriculum Teacher Ann
Katsaros were awarded a generous
MESTRACT Technology Grant in
order to purchase a Nintendo Wii Fit
Bundle.  Mr. Culhane said, “The
program was designed to engage
inactive video gaming students to
video exercise and turn it into a
positive, fun-filled experience.”

Under the direction of Mr. Culhane students took their heart rates before and
after participating in the Fitness for Fun activities. These rates were then logged
throughout the year and, under the direction of Ms. Teufel, students graphed
the data in order to have a visual representation of the results of the exercise
program. Students could even snowboard while standing on a balance board.

On April 21, BAC held a demonstration of the Fitness for Fun project and
students had an opportunity to display the various activities that were now
available to them in their own gymnasium. On May 13, winners of the
MESTRACT grant participated in a showcase at the East Wind Inn and
Conference Center in Wading River in order to display the various projects that
were made possible through the grants.  MESTRACT grants continue to
provide funding to enrich education and to provide opportunities to students
enrolled in all the school districts.

Teens As Teachers
Student Assistance Service (SAS) and the Suffolk County Department of
Health Services hosted students and their advisors from school districts
across Suffolk County for training in a program called Teens as Teachers
(TAT). TAT was developed by the Americans for Nonsmokers’ Rights, a
leading national lobbying organization dedicated to protecting nonsmokers’
rights and to preventing youth from tobacco addiction. TAT enlists
secondary-level students to teach younger children about smoking
prevention.  The younger children are deeply impressed when taught by
their teen-aged role models, and the teens receive a valuable educational
experience. All of this is accomplished without being “taught” by adults in the
traditional sense. This program is provided in cooperation with the Western
Suffolk BOCES Tobacco Free Schools Project.

During the training, participants view and critique videos, analyze cigarette

ads, and design and act in skits about avoiding tobacco products. In
addition, adults and students participate in mock city council debates to
argue the merits of off-campus smoking rules. As with other phases of the
training, this exercise teaches important advocacy skills, which will aid the
participants in adult life.

Teen Teachers are now making plans to visit lower grade classrooms in
their home districts.  Their presentations will include skits, games, and
videos. Once the teens have taught in lower-grade classrooms, they often
want more to do, and are eager to help assist community coalitions with
other tobacco advocacy work. 

For further information about TAT or the Learn To Be…Tobacco Free School
Health Education Initiative, please contact Martha Kahan at 289-0078 or
via email at mkahan@esboces.org.

WHBLC Students Create Original Adaptation of Calder’s Circus
Students from the Westhampton Beach Learning Center (WHBLC)
learned about artist Alexander Calder during a series of integrated art,
literacy, and library media lessons presented by Art Teacher Darlene
Siracusano and Librarian Dawn Hines. Alexander Calder was an
American sculptor and artist most famous for inventing the mobile.
When he was a freelance artist, he sketched sporting events and
circus performances.

Ms. Siracusano said, “After viewing a video of a performance of Calder’s

mini circus that had been created from recycled
“garbage”, the students were quite intrigued and
inspired to create their own original adaptation of
Calder’s circus project.” They designed and
constructed puppet characters as well as a mini
stage with props made from recycled materials. The
students created a video diary of the project, which
was viewed by WHBLC students and staff.

The Masera Learning Center (MLC) recently hosted its annual Scholastic Book
Fair. This year’s theme, Lights, Camera, Read! was portrayed in the Masera lobby
and throughout the school with decorative posters and regalia that brought the
talented stars of “Maserawood”  (a word play on Hollywood)  to life.  

Guest readers from across the agency were
invited to read to the students. Guests
included Program Administrator, Liz Melichar;
Assistant Principal, Nicole Drinkwater; Public
Relations Specialist, Fran Knoedl; Director of
Communications, Research and Recruitment,
Andrea Grooms; Director of Planning and
Program Improvement, Dr. Candace White-
Ciraco; Program Administrator, Nancy
Winkler; and Principal, Sue Goltz.

Special Education teacher, Kathleen Burns said, “The Books Come Alive assembly
afforded the students the opportunity to parade in costume and present skits from

their favorite books. The culminating event was on Friday
evening when families were invited to the book fair to
purchase books and participate in guided reading
sessions, craft activities, and a dance.”  Greeted by
Principal Margo Ude (Snow White), Speech Teacher
Connie Castaneda (Little Red Riding Hood), and Speech
Teacher Kathleen Burns (Marilyn Monroe), this event was
co-hosted by Masera’s ABA (Applied Behavioral Analysis)
PTO and included a pasta and pizza dinner.  There was
a huge turnout of students and families and Masera staff and their families. 

The Masera Scholastic Book Committee volunteered their time and talents so that
this event could be the success that it was.  Many thanks go to co-chairpersons
Kathleen Burns and Connie Castaneda and committee members Mary Carey,
Stephanie Heath-Diemer, Amy Nagel, David Gross, Lisa Kim Blandeburgo, Jeanne
Frost, Barbara Kressel, Dianne Bundy, Linda Sammartano, Alex Heron Jr., Scott
Simpson, and Dina Kaufmann.

Lights, Camera, Read! Masera Learning Center’s Scholastic Book Fair

A Day of Beauty
On Thursday, May 2, the Adult
Cosmetology class at the
Brookhaven Technical Center
(BTC) was invited by the Gurwin
Jewish Nursing and
Rehabilitation Center in Commack to conduct a Day of Beauty for their female
patients in honor of Mother’s Day.  Dr. Ilene Gewirtz, medical director, and
Susan Halbert, licensed aesthetician, from A Woman’s Way Medi-Spa in East
Islip, are responsible for providing the female patients at the Fay J. Linder
residences with a total body approach to health care. 

When the idea arose to organize the Day of Beauty, Ms. Halbert turned to
Michelle Savickas, adult cosmetology instructor, for assistance in providing the
necessary services. Ms. Savickas organized her students into various service
stations and the well-trained class did their thing providing facials, make-up,
manicures, and massages to the more than sixty participants.

The comments heard from the staff and patients were quite complimentary. In
thanking Ms. Savickas’ class for their hard work, Dr. Gewirtz related a comment
made by a 93-year-old resident, “Today was like a vacation day from the
boredom we face as patients in a nursing home.” The students provided such
a high level of care that they were immediately invited back next year to provide
the same high quality service.
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BAC - Eastport Students Visit the Circus
During the month of March, students at the Bellport Academic Center
(BAC) @ Eastport-South Manor had an opportunity to visit the Ringling
Brothers and Barnum & Bailey Circus at the Nassau Coliseum.
Students Jesse S. from Three Village CSD, Anthony C. from Bay Shore
UFSD, and Anthony R., and Sam O., both from Central Islip UFSD,
surround Special Education teacher Al Rios as they arrive at the Ringling
Brothers and Barnum & Bailey Circus.  Mr. Rios shared, “I traveled and
performed as a clown with the circus in the United States and Europe for
eight years.  Once, I had the opportunity to perform at a birthday party for
the daughter of the King of Morocco.”

As part of the Science curriculum, Mr. Rios’ class had been studying the
animal classification system, genetics, and living organisms and, with this
field trip, the students had an opportunity to observe white albino tigers,
Asian elephants, and Arabian horses.  Cultural competency was also
integrated into the field trip with an appreciation of the diversity of the
performers.  Students incorporated their experiences by writing letters
about the circus in Mrs. Rizzi’s ELA class.

Mr. Rios gets into the act with Lance
Brown, one of the clowns in the
show.  Mr. Rios’ transition from
clown to teacher has interested his
students with the many anecdotes
he shares with his class.  Students
realize the many career choices that
are open to them and the various
skills necessary to be successful in
each of those choices.  

Special Education teacher
Judy Tapler gets her hair
styled by Lance the clown,
which amused her students
greatly. The experience
proved to be very rewarding
and the students appreciated
the opportunity of seeing live
performances as they
“oohed” and “aahed” at the
death-defying feats. The
many hours of training were
evident in the skill of the
performers and the students
realized that any career
choice required a great deal
of skill, talent, and dedication.

ESBOCES Students Help Habitat Hammer It Home
Taking a day from their cosmetology, personal
training, law enforcement, and culinary pursuits,
Edward J. Milliken Technical Center (MTC) students
picked up hammers in Mastic Beach to install
windows and exterior insulation and complete framing
on a home for the five-member Fuentes family as part
of this year’s Habitat for Humanity of Suffolk’s Student
Build. ESBOCES students have been raising money
for the house throughout the year with sales of hot
pretzels and cookies, purchased with funds from a service learning grant,
and baked by Michael Frankson’s culinary classes. This year’s participants
included Nicole Avitabile, Sachem CSD; Courtney Cavalieri, Hauppauge
UFSD; Mariah Dash, Central Islip UFSD; Candice DiBella, Connetquot

CSD; Courtney Dobin, Bayport-Blue Point UFSD;
Joseph Ferro, Middle Country CSD; John
Guilfoyle, Mount Sinai UFSD; Hushawn Howard,
William Floyd UFSD; Christie Leduc, Rocky Point
UFSD; Gregory Lonieski, Connetquot CSD; Ariel
Notaro, Sayville UFSD; Melanie Pittman, Central
Islip UFSD; Stephen Rosati, Patchogue-Medford
UFSD, and Douglas Rudman, Adult Ed/VESID.
Mr. Frankson said, “Their spirits never dampened

by the rainy forecast. The hard-working, energetic crew put the last bucket
of tools away just before the skies opened up.” Though tired and muscles
a bit tender, these teens came away knowing they had helped the Fuentes
family to fulfill their dream — to have a home of their own.

On March 25, 2009, students across New York rallied against tobacco for the
14th annual Kick Butts Day. This year, students at the Brookhaven Technical
Center (BTC) in Bellport raised awareness to save lives.  Kick Butts Day is
a national day of activism that empowers youth to speak up and take action
against Big Tobacco at more than 2,000 events from coast to coast.

An information table informing students of the harmful effects of smoking,
for the smoker as well as the nonsmoker, was displayed in the lobby of the
facility.  Secondhand smoke, also known as environmental tobacco smoke,
is involuntarily inhaled by nonsmokers and may have adverse health effects
including cancer, respiratory infections, and asthma.

To further drive home the point that smoking is not cool, a tar jar was on
display as a visual to demonstrate the effects smoking has on the lungs of
a person who smokes one pack a day for a year.  Most people aren’t aware
that cigarettes contain ingredients and additives that are toxic. There are
over 40 known carcinogens present in cigarette smoke.

Students from the BTC
cosmetology program
volunteered their time to
answer questions at the Kick
Butts Day table, under the
direction of Theresa Cucina-
Lane, curriculum teacher, Pat
Kearon, school nurse, and Amy Roland, school social worker. Pictured,
Ermma K., Central Islip UFSD, Audenzia A., William Floyd UFSD, holding
a mock cigarette containing the names of the 40 known carcinogens in
cigarettes, and Stephanie F., William Floyd UFSD, holding the tar jar.  On
April 12, 1994, the six American cigarette companies first published the
list of ingredients and additives. Ms. Cucina-Lane said, “It was an eye-
opening experience for teachers and students to learn about the chemicals
in cigarettes, how harmful secondhand smoke is, and also how hazardous
cigarette smoke is to our environment.”

ESBOCES Students Raise Awareness on Kick Butts Day

Family Fun Night is a great way for children, family members, students,
teachers, and members of the community to play, laugh, eat, and enjoy
each other’s company. The main ingredient of the night is fun!

Katie E. and Nicole K., both from
the Sayville UFSD and students
in the Early Childhood Education
program facilitated Family Fun
Night as a SkillsUSA community
service project.  Both Katie and
Nicole are taking their first steps
in learning to work with young
children and preparing
themselves for careers as child-
care providers.

Well thought-out educational,
hands-on and interactive activities were created for children ages 3-12.
Teacher Jayne Kaht said, “Activities like science fun, cooking fun,
playroom, arts and crafts, and cosmetology provided children an
opportunity to engage with other children their age. Each child was
permitted to attend two activities of their choice.”

Smiles and laughter could be seen and heard throughout the Edward J.
Milliken Technical Center (MTC) in Oakdale.  After an evening of
exhilarating excitement, parents, children, and students gathered together
to enjoy snacks and participate in a stimulating exercise program. 

SkillsUSA is a national organization serving teachers and high school and
college students who are preparing for careers in trade, technical and
skilled service occupations. Members strive to be active in their schools
and communities and work toward fostering personal and professional
development by living the SkillsUSA motto, pledge, and creed.

This is the first time a Family Fun Night has been held at MTC through the
efforts of SkillsUSA students.  Based on the excitement and fun emanating
from the participants, Family Fun Night is sure to become an annual event!

Friday Family Fun – Fabulous! Fantastic!

Seniors Take Salon Services Field Trip to ESBOCES
Kelly Hardman, site manager for the Bellport Senior Nutrition Program
was interested in enhancing recreational and social opportunities for
the local seniors.  Many frequent the nutrition center for a hot two dollar
lunch and engage in activities like bingo, playing cards, or helping with
the thrift store during their visit.  Several of the seniors are happy to say
they have formulated lasting friendships. 

Ms. Hardman said, “I wanted to incorporate some new and exciting
activities for the seniors. I thought if they had an opportunity to be
pampered and have a day of beauty that would be nice for them.” Ms.
Hardman contacted Donna Singer, a cosmetology teacher at the
Brookhaven Technical Center (BTC) in Bellport, and they came up with
a day for the seniors to visit.  Ms. Hardman was able to secure
transportation through Suffolk County as the nutrition program comes
under the auspices of the American Red Cross.

Betty Mayer from Medford and
Michelle Doyle from Shirley both
thought the students were very
nice. Ms. Doyle said, “They were
lovely.” Popo Hanooman from
Bellport, whose black hair streamed
down her back, said, “It was an
enjoyable experience. I liked the
way my hair was styled into a
French bun.”

There was no cost for the salon
services but tips were appreciated
if the seniors were so inclined.

Books and Music Sparks Learning With Preschoolers
The Brookhaven Free Library’s motto, A Little Library
With a Lot Going On, speaks to the host of programs
available to the community. Additionally, librarian
assistants like Melissa Fried take time to do
visitations outside of the library.  The Early Childhood
Education class at the Brookhaven Technical Center
(BTC) in Bellport was the lucky recipient of her talent
as she presented books through visual, hands-on,
and musical interpretations to the 3- to 5-year-old
preschoolers.

Ms. Fried taught the students about anatomy, animals, colors, and food.
They even learned the parts of a bus by singing the book Wheels on the
Bus. She said, “Engaging in interactive activities and incorporating music
into a learning lesson helps teach preschoolers fundamental lessons. It
stimulates the child’s imagination, provides an opportunity for social
interaction, and sparks interest in learning.”

The Brookhaven Free Library boasts an active Children’s Department
featuring the best in children’s literature, musical CDs, computer software,
audio books, fiction and non-fiction videos.  Please visit them at
www.suffolk.lib.ny.us/libraries/broo/.
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It’s All About Teamwork at Southwest Airlines

Students from Jean Murray’s
Business and Office
Technology class at the Islip
Career Center (ICC) visited
Southwest Airlines at Long
Island Islip MacArthur Airport
to learn the behind the
scenes workings of an airline. 

The mission of Southwest Airlines is dedication to the
highest quality of customer service delivered with a
sense of warmth, friendliness, individual pride, and
company spirit.

Southwest’s ramp supervisor and the training station
supervisor greeted the students. Ms. Murray said,
“Students were shown the check-in process and were
given the opportunity to go behind the counter to see
the customer service reservation workers checking in

passengers and luggage.”  The need
for photo identification that has not
expired was discussed.  Next,
students went through the TSA
checkpoint to the gate area.  The
students viewed a plane landing and
saw how it was guided in, unloaded,
and refueled. 

All Southwest planes are scheduled for 20-minute
turnaround times and they have an excellent
performance record.  Time permitted the students to
board a plane, receive complimentary snacks, ask
questions, and view the cockpit. 

The wealth of information discussed included plane
maintenance, de-icing, cost effectiveness, importance
of a “fun” attitude, and being a team player.  Afterward,
many students expressed the desire to take a flight and
go on vacation.

Students Get Rewarded on Many Levels for Protecting Ocean and Marine Life

Animal Careers, photography,
and graphic design students
collaborate to protect and
respect animals by
participating in Animal Action
Week. 

Students in the Brookhaven Technical Center (BTC) Animal Careers class
participated in the “International Fund for Animal Welfare (IFAW) - Animal
Action Week.” The students took action in protecting ocean and marine
wildlife by implementing the “4 R’s”: reduce, reuse, recycle, and refuse
plastic bags.

In October, the students had a very successful and rewarding day visiting
area lakes, ponds, and the Great South Bay. With the assistance of the
photography students, who captured their efforts on camera, the Animal

Careers students collected garbage that was endangering the environment
of our local fish and wildlife. Animal Career teacher, Lisa Konnerth said,
“The students took inventory of the garbage and quantities collected and
submitted their findings to IFAW.  IFAW rewarded the students for their
efforts by giving each one an eco-friendly shopping bag.”

With the help of the Arts
and Design class as well
as a local artist John
Dinaro, the Animal
Careers students were
able to bring the ocean
into the classroom by
painting a mural on the wall of the fish room. The mural, painted to scale,
features sea turtles, a right whale, and marine life native to Long Island.

On April 21, Student Council members from the Bellport Academic
Center (BAC) visited the toddlers enrolled in Brookhaven Technical
Center’s (BTC) Early Childhood Education program.
BAC Speech Teacher Christine Kaufman worked with her
students on an integrated reading and visual art project to present
to the toddlers enrolled in Jayne Kaht’s morning and afternoon
Early Childhood Education programs at the Brookhaven Technical
Center.  The youngsters were delighted to welcome the visitors

into their classroom and listened
attentively to the stories that were read to them.  As
students read the big books, they asked questions of
the toddlers who excitedly responded with their
answers.  Pictured in the photo at left is (from left to
right) Jessica B., Miller Place UFSD, Kelly R.,
Eastport-South Manor CSD, Evelyn H., Brentwood
UFSD, and Jacob F., Longwood CSD.

As the last story was read, The Very Hungry
Caterpillar by Eric Carle, students placed the various

foods on a flannel board to provide visual
interest for the toddlers.  The toddlers then
broke up into small groups to work one-
on-one with the students on their individual
“caterpillars.”  Students patiently assisted the children with adding
antennae (pipe cleaners), googley eyes, and decorations.  After
this, the children colored their butterflies and mounted them on
bendable straws.

Ms. Kaht said, “I was very impressed with the students from the BAC and
invite them to come visit again. The preschoolers always enjoy having books
read to them especially when it’s followed up with an arts and crafts project.”
The Early Childhood Education program prepares students in a highly

structured program for future careers as teachers or childcare providers.

BAC Students Visit BTC’s Early Childhood Program

“BODIES…The Exhibition” Helps Students Make Positive Life Choices
At the beginning of May, students from Lisa Rubin and Michael Grimes’
science classes from the Bellport Academic Center (BAC) visited the
Bodies Exhibition, a 32,000 square foot exhibit at the South Street Seaport
in New York City.
There was much anticipation among the students about the Bodies Exhibit.
They were excited about this new learning experience. The exhibit depicts the
various systems of the body – skeletal, muscular, nervous, circulatory,
respiratory, digestive, reproductive, etc., and taught the students to make positive
life choices.  It enabled them to see and understand the medical conditions
friends and family members face in a whole new way – by highlighting pressing
health concerns, including obesity, cancer, cirrhosis, arthritis, and many others.

A process called plastination has preserved the exhibit’s 22 whole body
specimens as well as more than 260 additional organ and partial body

specimens. Dr. Ray Glover, chief medical director for
the exhibit stated, “Seeing promotes understanding,
and understanding promotes the most practical kind
of body education possible.”

At right, students Vicki S. from the Riverhead CSD
and Max G. from the Port Jefferson UFSD stop at the
gift shop to peruse the merchandise. Max dressed
quite appropriately for this particular field trip.

To find out more information, the Web site, www.bodiestheexhibition.com
offers a complete detailed description of the exhibit along with a request for a
teacher’s guide that is available for grade levels K-2, 3-5, 6-8, and 9-12.  The
guide is free if you have scheduled a field trip to the exhibit, but there is a
nominal charge for the guide if you do not intend to schedule a field trip.

Learning Through Field Experiences
Students in Claire Kessler’s Law Enforcement class from Edward J. Milliken
Technical Center (MTC) engaged in some forensic experiences while on a trip to
the Museum of Natural History in New York City. They also learned more about the
legal system while on their visit to the Riverhead Criminal Court complex.

The collaborative educational
endeavor envisioned
between Dan Buckley and
Ramesh Nathai’s classes at
the Westhampton Beach
Learning Center (WHBLC),
soared farther than
educators’ expectations. Mr.
Buckley’s special education

class began by researching various types of birds. He wanted to further the
students learning experience by creating something more tangible. With
the help of technology teacher Mr. Nathai, the students designed and
created working bird marionettes. The students wrote and performed an
original play, “Democratic Life of Birds”. The marionette birds took to the air
and, this production, through the puppetry efforts of staff and students, was
a towering success.

Mr. Nathai said, “President Obama would
be pleased to know that the students
imagined and created the President Obama
International Airport. They designed
airplanes, which were flown around the
room landing at the President’s airport
created completely with recycled materials.”

Students in Frank Dono’s Home &
Careers classes learned how to sew
and create many useful items like a
closet organizer, created by Daniel
from the Rocky Point UFSD.
Student creations were displayed at
the exhibition for all to see and enjoy.

WHBLC Students Showcase Their Technology 
and Home and Careers Projects at Exhibition

Changing the World One Penny at a Time
SkillsUSA students at the Brookhaven Technical Center (BTC) in Bellport
believe that “We can all help change the world one penny at a time.” It’s just
common cents, to coin a phrase. As student leaders and individuals who
believe in change, they have collaborated with the non-profit organization
Penny Harvest to make a difference in their community. 

Early Childhood Education Educator Jayne Kaht said, “Many ESBOCES
students are members of the SkillsUSA national organization. They pledge
to be active in their schools and communities. Through Penny Harvest they
have an opportunity to take action and make a difference.” 

Penny Harvest is the largest child philanthropy program in the United States.
Penny Harvest shows young people they have the ability to change the world
by introducing them to the power of philanthropy. Roundtable discussions
help students develop generosity, character, and they learn the skills and
responsibilities of democratic participation.

Over the past four months,
the students have raised
more than $1,000 through
seasonal candy sales. They
sold cornucopias at
Thanksgiving, sleighs at
Christmas, and chocolate
filled lollipops and chocolate bears at Valentine’s Day. The monies raised will
be donated to several organizations including Little Shelter Animal Rescue
& Adoption Center, Angel’s Gate, American Diabetes Association, and the
Spinal Cord Injury Project.

For more information about SkillsUSA please visit their Web site,
www.skillsusa.org. For more information about Penny Harvest, visit
www.commoncents.org
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